
2008 Program Update
UNIVERS ITY  OF  WASH INGTON DREAM PROJECT

What we’ve done, where we’re at, and how we’re growing...

The Dream Project is a unit within Undergraduate Academic Affairs at the University of Washington.

With updates from January 2010
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2 0 0 9  S TAT I S T I C S

  °
457 at nine high schools 
and other community 
programs

  °
207 in Winter 2010

  °
Over $351,000 as of Jan. 2010

H I G H  S C H O O L S

Academy of Citizenship  °
and Empowerment  

Chief Sealth High School  °  

Cleveland High School   °
(ADDED SPRING 2009) 

 

Evergreen High School   °
(ADDED SPRING 2009) 

 

Foster High School  °  

Global Connections High School  °

Ingraham High School   °
 

Odyssey: The Essential School   °

Renton High School °   

The Dream Project is a student-initiated high-school outreach 
program that operates as a University of Washington course, 
partnering UW students with first-generation and low-income 
high school students to help them achieve the dream of attend-
ing college. The program’s dual-focus approach strives not only 
to help these high school students, but also to teach UW stu-
dents about important social issues through a unique, hands-on 
experience.

We believe that every student has the right to higher education.

We believe in the power of education to inspire empathy.

We believe in providing vehicles for student leadership and engagement.

We believe that we are one part of a larger effort and collaboration is criti-
cal to our success.

We believe in the impact of meaningful student-to-student relationships.

About the Program

“The Dream Project 

attitude of do-what-

it-takes-to-get-it-done 

has rubbed off. Where 

there was previously 

a belief, now is paired 

with action.”

— High School Counselor
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2 0 0 6 - 2 0 0 7 
W A S H I N G T O N  S TAT E 
H I G H E R  E D U C AT I O N 
PA R T I C I PAT I O N  B Y 
R A C E / E T H N I C I T Y

OVERALL

American Indian/
Alaskan Native
Asian/Pacific Islander

Black

Hispanic

White/Caucasian

Nonresident Alien

Unknown race/ethnicity

2-YEAR

American Indian/
Alaskan Native
Asian/Pacific Islander

Black

Hispanic

White/Caucasian

Nonresident Alien

Unknown race/ethnicity

4-YEAR

American Indian/
Alaskan Native
Asian/Pacific Islander

Black

Hispanic

White/Caucasian

Nonresident Alien

Unknown race/ethnicity

Our Target Population
High School Student Demographics By Race/Ethnicity
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ALL WASHINGTON SCHOOLS DREAM PROJECT SCHOOLS

“Students born and 

raised in poverty are 

three times as likely not 

to graduate from high 

school…[and] twenty 

times as likely not to 

graduate from college.”1
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Overall acceptance data for  
2006-2007 Dream Scholar Cohort:

Dream Scholars

Dream Scholars reporting data

Accepted to 4-year institution

Attending 4-year institution

Attending 2-year institution

TOTAL ATTENDING COLLEGE 77

Overall acceptance data for  
2007-2008 Dream Scholar Cohort:

Dream Scholars
Active Dream Scholars1

Dream Scholars reporting data

Accepted to 4-year institution

Attending 4-year institution

Attending 2-year institution

TOTAL ATTENDING COLLEGE 164

University of Washington  
acceptance data for  
2006-2007 Dream Scholar Cohort:

Dream Scholars applied

Dream Scholars accepted

Dream Scholars attending

University of Washington  
acceptance data for  
2007-2008 Dream Scholar Cohort:

Dream Scholars applied

Dream Scholars accepted

Dream Scholars attending

University of Washington  
acceptance data for  
2008-2009 Dream Scholar Cohort:

Dream Scholars applied

Dream Scholars accepted

Dream Scholars attending

W H E R E  O U R  D R E A M 
S C H O L A R S  A R E

2-YEAR
 °
 °
 °
 °
 °
 °
 °

4-YEAR (PARTIAL LIST)
 °
 °
 °
 °
 °
 °
 °
 °
 °
 °
 °
 °
 °

By the Numbers

TOTAL NUMBER OF DREAM SCHOLARS ATTENDING COLLEGE: 245

U N I V E R S I T Y  O F  W A S H I N G T O N - S P E C I F I C  D ATA  

4

Updated January 2010

TOTAL NUMBER OF DREAM SCHOLARS AT UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON–SEATTLE: 136  
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Youth-Centered Approaches1

Builds on youths’ strengths

mentors 
and strengths

Provides personal attention to youth

Reaches out to youth

Project has 

ture

Peer–Peer Mentorship2

and where

growth

these students 
 returning 

College Student Development3

tence to graduation. Time spent in pro

participants. 

The connections

 or 

to  in 
a . Stu

where a 
students

garding the management 

openness to 

program can continue to improve.

Research-Supported Methods

1. 2. 
3. 

“It creates an opportu-
nity for students to be 
inventive, but it also 
does something very 
tangible. It creates an 
opportunity for UW 
students to be creative, 
to think in terms of eq-
uity and fairness and 
justice and to bring 
that to life.”

— Dr. Edward Taylor
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A N N U A L  E X P E N S E S

portunities.

*Our Core Costs

F U N D I N G  S O U R C E S

The Dream Project is run and operated by undergraduates at 
the University of Washington with support from faculty and 
staff. Dr. Stan Chernicoff serves as the faculty adviser for the 
program, drawing on thirty years of experience teaching at 
the UW and working with new student programs. Dream Team 
mentors can participate in various leadership positions in the 
program, allowing them to affect real change and to address 
urgent organizational challenges.

Steering Committee

High School Leads

Committee Heads

Think Tank

Advisory Board

Structure & Leadership

High School 
Core Costs*

UW Class & Mentor Supplies

Leadership Team

Events

Advancement & 
Communication

Scholarships

College 
Spark Grant

Endowment 
Return (approx.)

Private 
Scholarship 
Pledges

Holiday Fundraiser

Private Contributions

“This has become the best crucible for leadership on campus. 

It projects an image of the university that there’s a place for 

students to develop friendships and meaningful connections.”

— Dr. Stan Chernicoff
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PARTICIPANT WORKBOOK

 °
admissions process with terms 

 °

Interactive flowcharts to see  °

 °

 °

 °

JUNIOR YEAR

SPRING Students meet °

dents meet 

 °

.

SUMMER Students attend  °  pro

SENIOR YEAR

AUTUMN  °

 ° Admis
sions Workshop Weekend

WINTER  °

ships workshops

 °  

SPRING  °
 

A Year in the Dream Project

“I started out fearing 

college at first, and then, 

after partnering with 

all the UW students, 

it gave me a sense of 

confidence in going to 

college and wanting 

to go to college and 

knowing where to go.”

— Michael Peralta
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C O N TA C T  U S

  °
dreamproject.washington.edu

  °
uwdreamproject@uw.edu

  °
(206) 616-5791

 °  
University of Washington 
Dream Project 
Box 352800 
Seattle, WA  98195-2800

New Initiatives to Better Serve Our Seattle Dream Scholars

students and undergraduate mentors.

Outreach to 9th & 10th Graders. °  

College Tours in Washington State. °

Outreach to Central/Eastern Washington. °

Expanding Locally to Reach More Students

Seattle-area High School Expansion.  °

Dream Project at the Bothell Campus. °

Scaling Up Nationally

Sharing with other colleges.  °

Targeting universities in urban centers around the U.S.  ° We have identi

Where We’re Going
Updated January 2010

States with an existing 
Dream Project presence

Target states for 
national scale-up

Washington

New Mexico

Colorado

Ohio

New York

Pennsylvania

Texas

Louisiana

Florida

Georgia

North Carolina

Kansas

North Dakota

South Dakota

Nebraska

Minnesota

Iowa

Missouri

Oregon

Arizona

Utah

Nevada

California

Idaho

Montana

Wyoming

Wisconsin

Illinois
Indiana

Michigan

Kentucky

New Jersey

Conn.
R.I.

Mass.

N.H.

Maine

Virginia

Virginia
West

DelawareMd.

Vt.

Oklahoma
Arkansas

Mississippi Alabama

Tennessee

Carolina
South

CUNY/Hunter College
New York City
Population: 8,363,710
Undergraduates: 15,698

Potential High Schools:

Total Students: 4,656
FRL: 3,828 (82.22%)

University of Miami
Miami, Florida
Population: 807,815
Undergraduates: 10,422

Potential High Schools (Dade SD):

Total Students: 9,310
FRL: 5,251 (56.40%)

Emory University
Atlanta, Georgia
Population: 537,958
Undergraduates: 6,890

Potential High Schools (Atlanta SD):

Total Students: 4,174
FRL: 3,368 (80.69%)

University of New Orleans
New Orleans, Louisiana
Population: 336,644
Undergraduates: 8,628

Potential High Schools 
(Jefferson Parrish):

Total Students: 4,806
FRL: 3,159 (65.73%)

University of New Mexico
Albuquerque, New Mexico
Population: 521,999
Undergraduates: 20,047

Potential High Schools (Albuquerque USD):

Total Students: 6,582
FRL: 3,649 (55.44%)

North Carolina State University at Raleigh
Raleigh, North Carolina
Population: 392,552 
Undergraduates: 24,741 

Potential High Schools (Wake County):

(No FRL data)

Case Western Reserve University
Cleveland, Ohio
Population: 433,748
Undergraduates: 4,356

Potential High Schools
(Cleveland Municipal City SD):

Total Students: 4,146
(No FRL data)

Temple University
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania
Population: 1,540,351
Undergraduates: 26,195

Potential High Schools (Philadelphia City SD):

Total Students: 2,935
FRL: 2,543 (86.64%)

University of Houston
Houston, Texas
Population: 2,242,193
Undergraduates: 28,800

Potential High Schools 
(Houston Independent SD):

Total Students: 4,898
FRL: 3,422 (69.87%)

National Scale-Up Target Universities
This map identifies the first ten expansion targets for the Dream Project. For each site, the city/metro area population, 
undergraduate count, potential high school sites, and total student count. For sites with free- or reduced-price lunch 
(FRL) data available, an average percentage of FRL students from all three potential high schools is shown.

University of Washington Dream Project

Colorado State University

Eastern Washington University
Spokane/Cheney, Washington
Population: 212,319
Undergraduates: 9,485

Total Students: 2,182
FRL: 1,396 (63.98%)

University of
Washington
Founded 2005

UW Bothell
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